
Each year scores of Australian 
women are brutally murdered 
by male stalkers, often former 
partners, despite anti-stalking 
laws and restraining orders, 
thus much more needs to be 
done to help protect women. 

The rich can afford to live 
in high security fortresses and 
hire armed guards to protect 
themselves and their property; 
which are not options 
available to most women, 
many of whom are unable to 
call police during an attack or 
police arrive too late.  

Hence the need to ensure 
that vulnerable women at 
high risk of being murdered 
like stalk victims and women 
fleeing domestic violence are 
provided with an armed 
security guard (bodyguard). 
It is not just themselves that 

these women have to worry 
about as there have been 
many instances of stalkers 
murdering children, as were 
Hannah Clarke’s two girls and 
boy by her estranged husband 
who cruelly set them on fire. 

Knives are 
more 
commonly 
used to kill, as 
was the case 
with two 
sisters, Colleen 
and Laura 
Irwin, stabbed 
to death by a 
male stalker   
(a convicted 
rapist unknown 
to them). 
Vulnerable women must 

not be forced to rely on 
police, a partner, relative, 
or state funded bodyguard for 
protection if they are capable 
of defending themselves as 
this infantilizes them. We 
must empower them by 
creating a non-occupational 
security guard course, with 
women who pass issued a 
non-occupational security 
guard license that allows them 
to carry a practical defensive 
weapon like those used by the 
professional security guards 
who protect the rich.  

ENSURE STALK VICTIMS ARE ADEQUATELY PROTECTED 

ISSUES IN BRIEF 

INFORMATION SERVICES TEAM                   DECEMBER 2022 

STALK  VICTIMS 

SUMMARY I                                                                                                                                

OF FINDINGS 

  

1. Female stalk victims and 
women fleeing domestic 
violence are at high risk of being 
murdered. 
 

2. Gun defence is by far the 
safest and most effective form of 
last resort defence against 
stronger and illegally armed 
offenders, which is why police 
and security guards use firearms. 
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Colleen and Laura Irwin were stabbed to death. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

                                                                                                                                 

1. Provide vulnerable stalk victims 
and women fleeing domestic 
violence with an armed bodyguard 
until the threat passes or they are 
able to defend themselves.  
 
2. Empower vulnerable women by  
helping them obtain a non-
occupational security guard licence 
so they can protect themselves and 
dependents under their care with a 
practical defensive weapon.  

Hannah Clarke and her children, Aaliyah, Laianah and Trey, were burned to death.  

 

 

method of 
protection 

attacked injured 

 firearm 23.2% 12.1% 

 non-violent  
 resistance 

40.0% 25.5% 

 no defence 39.9% 27.3% 

 knife 46.4% 29.5% 

tried to get 
help or frighten 
offender 

55.2% 40.1% 

physical force 82.8% 52.1% 

Attack and Injury Rates in 
Assault & Robbery Incidents 

Source: Point Blank. 


